
Year 10 Art and Photography GCSE 

TERM 1 - Foundation Skills 1: 
 
ART GCSE 
Drawing skills: Focusing on pen drawing 
approaches and digital drawing using apps. 
Initial themes decided on. 
Photography skills for source materials: 
Pupils find sources for their theme and learn 
photography skills to best capture and edit 
these for further exploration. 
Painting skills: Pupils learn the specific skills-
set of acrylic painting based upon their 
source imagery and linking to painters. 
 
 
 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE 
Composition: Pupils undertake a variety of 
practical tasks learning about composition in 
photography. These include perspective, 
tilting and leading lines, car photography, 
portraits, food photography, action 
sequence photography, framing and the rule 
of thirds. 
 
Editing: Basics of editing apps explored and 
extended over the term, learning HDR, 
filters, exposure tools and layers. 
 

TERM 2 - Foundation Skills 2: 
 
ART GCSE 
Artist research: Choosing artists relevant to 
personal approaches. Collating and exploring 
their styles. Exploring assimilation of influences 
with own style. 
Observational drawing: Drawing skills refined, 
based on researched objects relevant to theme. 
Practical analysis: Detailed study of artists’ 
work with annotations of skills and challenges 
learnt from the task. 
Ideas generation: Learning to develop own 
ideas from sources and inspiration and 
expressing these appropriately through 
sketching and annotation.  
 
PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE 
Lighting: Still-Life and Studio lighting explored 
using natural light and continuous lighting 
equipment. Genre skills covered in advanced 
portrait lighting, product photography, still life,  
and creative surreal photography. 
 
 
Editing: Advanced editing skills including 
retouch, portrait options and double exposure. 
Work presented through annotated 
powerpoints. 

TERM 3 - Coursework Stage 1:  Research, 
study and analysis leading to ideas. 
 
ART & PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE 
 
Pupils choose a genre of art or photography 
in which to specialise and research 3 
artists/photographers in depth.  
 
This research will include some practical 
studies of the work and some attempts to 
work in the styles of the artists. 
 
 Detailed analysis using different methods 
(such as exploded analysis) of key artworks 
and photographs also covered. 
 
Analysis and research leads to further ideas 
development. 
 
Shoot/artwork planning for summer holidays 
leading to development of outcomes during 
the Curriculum Immersion days in Term1A of 
Year 11. 
 

 
 
 
2 day mock 
exam in late 
October during 
Curriculum 
Extension Days. 
 
London trip in 
June to 
contemporary 
exhibitions and 
photoshoot 
locations. 
 
Art After School 
GCSE Available 

Assessment: 
Work assessed according to GCSE grading 1-
9 scale at current level. This combines with 
estimated grade to suggest grade pathway. 

Assessment: 
Work assessed according to GCSE grading 1-9 
scale at current level. This combines with 
estimated grade to suggest grade pathway. 
 

Assessment: 
Work assessed according to GCSE grading 1-
9 scale at current level. This combines with 
estimated grade to suggest grade pathway. 
 

 



Year 11 Art and Photography GCSE 

TERM 1 
 
Coursework Stage 2: Development, 
refinement & outcome 
 

ART GCSE 
Pupils use their research as a launchpad for 
developing ideas for final outcomes. 
An idea is selected and refined in detail. This 
is produced during the mock exam on 
curriculum extension days. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
The Cambridge Photography Trip shoots and 
personal shoots provide a set of work that is 
refined during the mock exam towards a 
creative photographic outcome. Advanced 
double exposure skills and presentation skills 
are learnt to maximise the impact of projects 
and outcomes. 
 
The final coursework 
sketchbook/powerpoint and outcomes 
comprise 60% of the mark for GCSE. 

TERM 2 

Exam Project: 

 

ART & PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE  

Pupils choose from a range of titles selected by 

the exam board. This title can interpreted as a 

theme for the project. Students are able to 

choose to work in a similar style to their 

coursework or pick a different pathway. 

A targeted trip to London will be organised to 

give chances for gallery visit research and 

photoshoots/drawing opportunities. 

The project will follow a similar structure of 

research, analysis, development of 

ideas/photoshoots and refinement towards an 

outcome. The outcome will be produced over 2 

days in exam conditions in the Art/CPR rooms.  

The outcome and sketchbook/powerpoint are 

worth 40% of the final grade. 

 

TERM 3 
 
Presentation and Exhibition. 
 
 
ART & PHOTOGRAPHY GCSE 
 
 
 
 
Pupils mount work and complete a 
presentation of coursework and exam ready 
for marking and moderation. 
 
An exhibition to celebrate the work happens 
as part of the end-of-year events in late 
June. 

 
 
 
 
 
Photography 
trip to 
Cambridge 
 
Art and 
Photography 
Trip to London 
in December 
 
 
Art After 
School GCSE 
continues 
 
2 day exam in 
late March 
 
Private View in 
June. 

Assessment (coursework mark scheme 
below): 
Coursework is fully assessed by the teacher, 
then standardised by the whole department 
before final marking by a visiting moderator 
from the exam board (EDUQAS). 

Assessment: (exam mark scheme below) 
The Exam project is fully assessed by the 
teacher, then standardised by the whole 
department before final marking by a visiting 
moderator from the exam board (EDUQAS). 
 

Assessment: 
Moderation happens in June, marks released 
on results day in August. 

 

 



 



 


